The concept of family: perceptions of adults who were in long-term out-of-home care as children.
The author presents findings from a study in which adults fostered as children identified current family members. Those who included biological parents among their family members reported conflicted relationships, but also spoke of love. In contrast, those who omitted their biological parents seemed angrier, were more likely to have been abused, and were visited less by their biological parents. Those who included their foster parents described feeling loved, said they were not discriminated against, and received ongoing support after leaving care. Those who omitted members of their foster families overwhelmingly described feeling unloved and uncared for; said they were abused, devalued, and discriminated against; and received no continuing support.